Hillsdale Township







Minutes of the Regular Meeting






held on April 12, 2011
at 6:30 PM at 2985 W. Bacon Road

Hillsdale, Michigan 49242

Call to order of regular Board meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance.

Board members present:    Evans, Lantis, Sullivan, Vincent.  Absent:  Campbell
Guests:  Jamie Marsh, Jack TenEyck, Jack McLain, Mike Parney, George Berg, Rick Emery, Jim Boley, Kevin Murray, Jack Cooley, several Hillsdale High School Students. 
BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

MOTION PASSED to pass the budget for the 2011-12 fiscal year.  Evans/Lantis

Roll Call Vote:  Evans, Lantis, Sullivan, Vincent
Uploading the Minutes of the Board Meeting and Planning Commission Meeting in a more timely fashion was brought up by Jack McLain.  Sullivan will be in touch with Dave Kinney to see if he can take on this responsibility.  He will need to have a sign-in and password for the county website at hillsdalecounty.info.

Minutes of the Board meeting held March 8, 2011 were accepted as read.  Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting held on March 21, 2011 were noted.

MOTION PASSED to pay the bills of the Township. Vincent/Evans.
HCRC contracts will be decided upon at the May meeting when Marv Campbell will be present.  Evans still concerned about the standard of work on road projects in general and will contact Stan Clingerman to discuss.

Mike Parney left prior to the meeting since road issues were not being discussed.  The Board forgot to ask him about his findings concerning a brush drop off spot for the township.  Sullivan will follow-up.

Sullivan contacted Republic Waste concerning a spring clean up day but has not heard back.  Upon receiving the information, Sullivan will contact the Board by phone to discuss dates and dumpster options.

MOTION PASSED to let Joe Sanford get quotes to purchase stones for the Township Hall and topsoil for the cemetery.  Evans/Lantis.

MOTION PASSED for Bob Billman to remove the large tree and all brush at King’s Lake cemetery.
The Wind Energy Ordinance was suggested to be put on hold until surrounding townships confirm theirs and changes are up to date and made at the state level.

Kevin Murray from the Hillsdale Rural Fire Dept. addressed the Board concerning funding for the non-profit Fire Dept.  He proposed a “millage” if possible to fund the department.  If all residents had the $45/year member fees, they would not have to pay additional costs if the service was ever used by them, and the Department would be funded.  The Board questioned if this could even be done with a governmental unit imposing millage for a private department.  The Board is still upset that Cambria Township has paid half of what Hillsdale Township has paid for coverage for years.  Vincent will check into the legalities of the proposal, as well as other options such as consolidation of services.

MOTION PASSED to renew the HRFD contract for one year only, until 3/31/2012, at the current rate.

After discussion and facts and figures from other local governing units,

MOTION PASSED to raise the Clerk and Treasurer salaries to $11,300/ annually effective 5/1/2011.

Vincent to check with the DNR as to what can be built on specific land dealing with its regulations.
MOTION PASSED to adjourn the meeting at 8:15.  Sullivan/Evans.
Respectfully submitted,

Jacquelyn A. Sullivan, 
Date adopted:  ___________________________,   Initials ______
