Hillsdale Township







Minutes of the Regular Meeting






held on September 14, 2010
at 6:30 PM at 2985 W. Bacon Road

Hillsdale, Michigan 49242

The meeting began at 6:30 pm with Ms. K. Lantis presiding in the absence of the Township Supervisor.

 

Board members in attendance were Campbell, Evans and Lantis.

The audience included about 15 residents and 2 non-residents.

  

Ms. Lantis recognized Mr. Potter who wished to address the Board on the alleged misconduct of Mr. G. Berg which resulted in Mr. Potter receiving a summons for failure to remove trash from his property.  Mr. Potter explained that he worked very hard to clean up his property and received a summons for his efforts. He related the lack of cooperation he received from Mr. Berg and demanded that Mr. Berg be terminated and criticism of the Board's role in this issue. It should also be noted the Magistrate found in favor of the Township, sighting Mr. Potter's inability to mount any reasonable defense).

 


Ms. Lantis moved the meeting along swiftly, postponing several reports due to absent personnel. 

 

Several other guests were heard on the subject of the billing mess with the new trash removal contract. Ms. Lantis indicated that correction of the problems was expected soon. 

 

It was reported that the election went well and dinner was purchased for the workers. 

 

Mr. Sanford spoke to Lawyer Shirk's letter on the errors in the Board's ruling on the "set back" issue when private and public roads are involved. Shirk went on to point out there is confusion among the Board members "...insofar  as the Zoning Ordinance. Frankly, while the Board's roll is extremely significant, it is limited in its scope."

 

On page two of the letter Mr. Shirk states "The  Township Board does not interpret the Zoning Ordinance grant or direct the granting of ...Permits...or otherwise involve itself in the day to day administration of the Zoning Ordinance. Instead its roll is purely legislative." The letter further states "As noted, the day to day administration and enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance is specifically made the responsibility of the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals."

 

Ms. Lantis recognized Mr. Marsh who spoke to the issue of ZBA meeting fees, lowering them to make the process accessible to more residents. Mr. Marsh plans to discuss this at the next ZBA meeting (Sept. 7th) 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.. 

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Evans, Acting Clerk
Date adopted:  ___________________________,   Initials ______
